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“The Lord will give strength to His people;
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Thank you for your prayers and support. We thank
God for His faithfulness over the years and for all the
new Hope Homes that are under construction. We are
also thankful for all the Bible and gospel tracts that
are being distributed daily.
All over the world people are seeking & praying for PEACE! I thank God in
Christ we can find eternal peace!
“Ye shall…….be led forth with peace.” (Isaiah. 55:12) Many people in the
world today are asking themselves, “What am I supposed to do with my
life? What’s my purpose here?” If you are not sure of your life’s purpose,
just do what you do well and watch God confirm it by blessing your
endeavors. Please do not waste your time trying to do things that you do
not love. He gives us peace and joy to let us know that we are fulfilling His
perfect plan: “For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace.”
In order to have the peace of God, we need to study the Word of God and
find His will and obey Him. God never wants our opinion, He just wants
our obedience! To have peace we must pray with the right motives. The
psalmist wrote, “Search me, O God, and know my heart… see if there is any
wicked way in me” (Psalm 139:23-24).
If you are a born again child of God, then God is for you! Not “maybe,” or
“has been,” or “would be if,” but He is! His loyalty won’t increase if you are
better, nor lessen if you are worse. He is for you! This knowledge from His
Word also grants us peace.
No matter how many bad choices you may have made in the past, you
can be redeemed by one good choice. The choice is to surrender your
life to Christ and follow Him. To have the peace that surpasses all our
understanding, choose Christ!
Our Hope is in Him!
Dr. Samuel A. Thomas
President & CEO
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There are many aspects of peace noted in this edition of the Journal.
We hope you gain insight into bringing more peace into your life.
May the God of peace bless you as you reach out and bless
others through Hopegivers!

Thank you for the partnership that brings hope,
healing and peace around the world!
“Wisdom is the right use of knowledge. To know is not to be wise. Many
men know a great deal, and are all the greater fools for it. There is no
fool so great as a knowing fool.” - Charles Spurgeon

We live, in fact, in a world starved for solitude, silence and provide; and
therefore starved for meditation and true friendship.” - C. S. Lewis
Psalm 29:11 (NKJV)
“The Lord will give strength to His people;
The Lord will bless His people with peace.”
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Peace In the
Midst of the Storm
By Caleb Stallings
Throughout the Bible, the sea often functions as a symbol of chaos, and it’s really
not too hard to figure out why: the sea—by its very nature—is vast, unknowable, and
fundamentally temperamental. No one can fully explore its depths, nor tame its gigantic
inhabitants, nor calm its terrifying storms.
And while not too many of us have to worry about the ocean floor or giant squids, all
of us are subject to the fury of storms. All it takes is a bit of cool air blowing over warm
waters to summon a thundering maelstrom of catastrophic proportions—storms that
can decimate crops, flood homes, and level entire communities. Even after all our
technological and scientific progress here in the 21st century, we still cannot stop the
disasters that storms unleash.
Storms function as an apt metaphor, then, for the chaos of everyday life. It doesn’t have
to be raining, blowing, or thundering overhead for us to feel like we’re being tossed
around helplessly in the middle of a storm. When the bills pile up, or the family is in crisis,
or a spiritual battle is mounting—how else could we describe this other than “a storm”?
So is there any greater peace we can have than knowing our God has the power to still
those storms? In Psalm 107, we read:
“Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his faithful love endures forever. Let the
redeemed of the LORD proclaim that he has redeemed them from the power of the foe
and has gathered them from the lands—from the east and the west, from the north and
the south” (Psalm 107:1-3, CSB).
What kind of foes does the Psalmist have in mind here? Verses 23-30 clarify:

Others went to sea in ships,
conducting trade on the vast water.
They saw the LORD’s works,
his wondrous works in the deep.
He spoke and raised a stormy wind
that stirred up the waves of the sea.
Rising up to the sky, sinking down to the depths,
their courage melting away in anguish,
they reeled and staggered like a drunkard,
and all their skill was useless.
Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble,
and he brought them out of their distress.
He stilled the storm to a whisper,
and the waves of the sea were hushed.
They rejoiced when the waves grew quiet.
Then he guided them to the harbor they longed for.
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The LORD has the power to still every storm and bring us safely to our destination! He
calms the raging winds and waves, ushering us into lasting peace! But we shouldn’t read
over this passage too quickly, because we’ll miss where the storms originate: He spoke
and raised a stormy wind that stirred up the waves of the sea (Ps. 107:25). Maybe to our
surprise, it’s the LORD who sends the storms in the first place! But why?
While we should never presume to know the mind of God, we do see that the storms in our
life come from his hand. Perhaps some come in judgment of our society (consider Noah)
or judgment of ourselves (consider Jonah), but it’s worth remembering that even those
storms were meant, ultimately, to bring salvation—not just for the main characters—but
for the sinful human race in the background of their stories! But storms in our life don’t
necessarily mean unconfessed sin. Perhaps, through no fault of our own, our previously
peaceful lives have given way to a horrible storm for reasons beyond our comprehension
(consider Job).
No matter why the storm is here; when we’re desperate for peace in its midst, there’s
nowhere else to look than to our Lord Jesus Christ! In the Gospel of Mark, along with
Matthew and Luke, we read how Jesus, after an exhausting day of teaching, travels across
the Sea of Galilee by boat with His disciples. Not long after they disembark, Jesus falls into
a deep sleep. And not long after that, a terrifying storm overtakes them. The panicking
disciples wake Jesus and ask, “Teacher! Don’t you care that we’re going to die?” To which
we read, “He got up, rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, ‘Silence! (Peace!) Be still!’”
(Mark 4:38-39, CSB). Immediately, the wind and waves stop. The disciples are amazed,
even terrified! Finally, Jesus replies, “Why are you afraid? Do you still have no faith?”
(4:40).
Tim Keller, in his book on Mark’s Gospel, suggests that Jesus’ question to the disciples
reveals the wrong premise we often have in our questions to God. Our temptation is to
interrogate God on why He would allow us to encounter storms in the first place but, the
real question we need to ask is the disciples’ question: “Who is this with us in the middle
of the storm?” After all, God allows all His people to go through storms, but we never go
through them alone! He always goes with us, drawing close in our suffering and confusion.
The LORD may allow us to weather some serious storms in our day. All of us will get bad
reports from the doctor; get laid off from jobs; deal with depression and anxiety; bury
friends and family. And we, like Job, may never fully know why in this lifetime.
But while we are in the midst of a storm that is indifferent or even hostile to us, Jesus, the
Lord of Life, is living with us. His power cannot be tamed or understood fully by us. But
neither can his wisdom and love. Reality is that life is completely out of our control. But
we are completely under His loving care. Nevertheless, His ways are not our ways, and His
thoughts are not our thoughts. We won’t always “get” our storms. But He is the God who
always works for our good! And ultimately, He is the God who enters into our suffering by
taking it upon His shoulders on the cross to calm the raging sea of Sin and Death and, by
His resurrection from the grave, bring us everlasting peace!

Caleb Stallings is the newest Board Member of Hopegivers and is
the Pastor of Maranatha Baptist Church in Lilburn, GA.
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CAMPAIGNS: Launch Campaign
Hopegivers International provides funds for seminary
students who are being sharpened to become pioneer
missionaries. Our goal is to support these students for the
first year as they get established in their ministries.
To donate towards the Launch Campaign, go to
www.hopegivers.org, To send a check to Hopegivers
International, P.O. Box 8808, Columbus, GA 31908, or scan
the donate QR code below.
Other Campaigns:
Orphan Sponsorship - Instead of providing for the needs of one child while
another child goes without, your sponsorship helps provide for the needs of all
the children in a Hope Home. For $35 a month, you can help provide housing,
food, and an education for the children in the Hope Homes.
Restore Campaign - a special campaign that helps restore funds for most
URGENT needs of the ministry.
Hope Chest - provides a Christmas gift to an abandoned and at-risk child in
India, filled with new clothing, socks, shoes, blanket, toiletries, other necessities,
and a small toy or sweet treat.
Hope Pack – provides a backpack with school supplies to the children in our
Hope Homes. The Hope Pack is a special bag full of needed items such as age
appropriate school supplies, new clothing, socks, shoes and undergarments.
Remember:
You can give any gift in Memory or Honor of someone and they will
receive a commemorative card from Hopegivers.
*You may need to change the settings on your camera app to allow
QR code scanning.
*If you do not have iOS 11 or above, or Android 8 or above, please
download a QR Code reader app.

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International
at www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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LIVE EACH DAY IN PEACE
In order to incorporate peace into your everyday life, consider incorporating
these tips for living in peace.
1.

Dig into His Word to see all of the blessings He gives us each day. Along
with reading His word, spend time in worship and fellowship with Him.
Romans 10:17: “So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.”

2.

Pray! You always pray the will of God when you pray the Word of God.
Acts 2:42: “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.”

3.

Cast your cares on God and trust Him, because He cares for you.
1 Peter 5:7: “...casting all your cares upon Him, for He cares for you.”

4.

Develop an obedient relationship with God. Deuteronomy 11:1:
“Therefore you shall love the Lord your God, and keep His charge, His
statutes, His judgments, and His commandments always.”

5.

Surround yourself with peaceful and positive people. Isaiah 32:18:
”My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, in secure dwellings, and in
quiet resting places…”

6.

Forgive yourself and forgive others! Unforgiveness will poison your soul
and rob you of peace. Mark 11:25: “And whenever you stand praying, if
you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in
heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.”

7.

Watch the words you say to yourself and others. James 1:19: “So then,
my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath.”

8.

Live each day with a thankful heart. Colossians 3:15: “And let the peace
of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and
be thankful.”

9.

Live in peace with everyone. 2 Corinthians 13:11: “Become complete. Be of
good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and
peace will be with you.”

10. Look for divine appointments to bless others, and you will be blessed.
1 Peter 4:10: “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another,
as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.”
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Having Peace in a Troubled World
By Tommy Middleton

John 16: 33: “These things I have spoken unto you, so that in Me,
‘you may have peace, in the world you will have tribulation, but
take courage, I have overcome the world.”
This comes at the conclusion of the upper room discourse with His disciples. In John 14-16,
Jesus reveals to them concerning the adversity that will soon be faced by them. And yet
at the same time, this was not given to alarm and frighten them, but prepare them so that
they will respond in faith and live out their life in obedience. He draws a clear distinction
between what it means to be in the world and in Him. In the world you will have tribulation.
This tribulation (Grk. Thlipsis) means a “tightness” or “extreme pressure” from external
forces. These pressures would and did affect them spiritually, emotionally, and in some
cases physically. He has just revealed that He will be betrayed by one of his disciples,
Peter will deny Him, and all of the disciples will forsake Him in His “hour.” Why? Whenever
we depend upon our own strength and resolve, “the arm of flesh will fail you, you dare not
trust your own!” They sought to stand against the world in their own strength and that did
not work, cannot work, and will not work.
Jesus also informed them earlier in this passage that when He leaves, He will not leave
them as orphans but He will send them A Helper—the Holy Spirit. (John 14: 16-18, 16:
7-15) His words, “in Me,” give the understanding that although He will not be with them
in a physical, touchable/visible sense, He will indwell them and empower them in a way
that presently they did not understand. When the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost, He would
indwell every believer, permanently and He would never leave them or forsake; they were
sealed with His Spirit until the day of redemption. (Eph. 1: 13). The evidence of His presence
is His peace. Whenever someone trusts Christ for salvation today they are immediately
indwelled by the Holy Spirit and they have peace with God (Rom. 5: 1-2). This peace is an
eternal position that will never change. We are no longer “at war” with God but Christ has
made peace through His cross and now we are at peace with God—forever. This does
not mean that we are at peace with the world because our value system, purpose for
being, and life “calling” runs in contradiction to the “world’s”! Our very existence threatens
the darkness and it reacts to us in a way to try to destabilize us so that we do not live
peacefully in the world; however, as we obey His Word, submit to His Will, and surrender
our lives daily, we can know His peace in a world that lacks peace and does not know real
peace.
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He concludes with this word of great encouragement, “but take courage, I have overcome
the world.” The word “take courage” (Grk. Tharseite) was used by Jesus several times
to remind those He was addressing that He has things under control, He will never leave
them, and He can be fully and completely trusted. Indeed He can. No matter what the
chaos in the world may feel and look like, this has not taken Him by surprise and neither
should we be shaken by the fiery trials (1 Pe. 4: 12) and earthly troubles around us. Then
He adds, “I have overcome the World!” His Will will be done; the gospel will be preached to
all the nations so that there will be believers from every nation, tribe, people, and tongue
around the Throne (Rev. 7: 9). Even in situations that by a surface observation seem to be
a failure and the opposition seems to keep gaining ground, hold on to His promise and be
at peace. “Do not be weary in well doing (Gal. 6: 9), but be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain” (1 Cor. 15: 58).
A few years ago, I had taken balloons to
the hospital for my wife to celebrate the
birth of our daughter. The day came that
we could leave the hospital and so we
were loading up everything to go home. In
the process, I was taking the balloons to
the car and it was a very windy day. The
balloons were being blown around to the
point that I thought I might lose them. As
soon as I got them inside the car, suddenly they were calmly floating around inside the car.
While driving home, they continued to gently float inside, but had they been on the outside
of the car, they would have been badly battered, probably would have popped under
the pressure and speed of the wind. God spoke to me and reminded me that this was a
simple reminder of His peace. In Him, we have His peace that brings calm and assurance,
but outside Him, in the world, we are blown about…without peace. In Him is the only place
that we can stand and live with the certainty that we ARE eternally at Peace with God, that
His Word will not fail but ultimately prevail, and internally we have that calm assurance
that surpasses all understanding.

Dr. Tommy Middleton is a Board Member of Hopegivers and is the Executive Director of
Missions for the Baptist Association of Greater Baton Rouge, LA.
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Our Mission

Hopegivers International provides Help for Today and Hope for Eternity
by rescuing orphaned, abandoned, and at risk children and assisting the
needy and the oppressed in collaboration with our Ministry Partners. We are
dedicated to fulfilling the Great Commission through the empowerment of
the Gospel.

Our Vision
The vision of Hopegivers International is to rescue and train One Million
Orphan Leaders Worldwide by 2030.

Podcasts
We have two Podcasts by Dr. Sam.
Check out these podcasts on Apple and
Spotify.
Stories of Hope

contains stories of
Hopegivers by Dr. Sam
and other guests.
To listen to previous
episodes of Stories of
Hope, visit Apple Podcast
or Spotify.

Journey of Hope

is a devotional podcast
on specific topics led
by Dr. Sam. To listen to
previous episodes of
Journey of Hope visit
https://www.wytv7.org/
journey-of-hope.

Follow us on Social Media
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PEACE
The peace of God should dwell with you at all times. In Galatians 5, Paul
mentions that one of the fruits of the Spirit is peace.
Since God’s Spirit lives in you, then peace should dwell in you as well.
Thanks for praying for peace around the world, and especially praying for
these special needs from India.

India Prayer Requests:
• Pray for God to bring young men and women who would come to study at
Emmanuel Bible College and surrender their lives for the Lord’s work.
• Pray that we may continue to find favor with God and favor with people to
continue the work of the Lord.
• Pray for the ministry in Nepal.
• Pray for our three Hope Homes in Myanmar and over 78 churches.
• Pray for our church building projects to be completed as scheduled.
• Pray for all Christian ministries in India, Myanmar and Nepal. Days ahead
could bring many challenges.
• Pray for all board members and their families.
• Pray for all staff working in our offices around the world.

To join our Prayer Team go to our website
at www.hopegivers.org and sign up.
We will send you specific prayer requests
each month.
There is also a prayer guide to follow.

Thank you for your prayers!
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To Find out more about Hopegivers, use the following QR Codes:
For Website Information:
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