JOURNAL

Volume 22, No. 1

Fruitful
“My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.”
John 15:8

MESSAGE FROM

DR. SAMUEL THOMAS

PRESIDENT & CEO

Greetings in the most precious name of Jesus!
Thank you for your fervent and frequent prayers for this ministry. We thank
you in the name of Jesus for all that you do for the children, widows, lepers,
blind and for the pastors.
God wants us to be fruitful and faithful, but without the roots we cannot bear
the fruit. We must be rooted in the word of God, in order to be fruitful in the
Christian life. We need to keep in mind that God’s love is the most powerful force the world has ever seen.
As a follower of Christ it is up to us to carry the torch and keep it burning. The Bible says, “clothe yourselves
with tenderhearted mercy, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience....above all, clothe yourselves with love,
which binds us together in perfect harmony” (Colossians 3:12-14). When people see our love for the Lord and
for His people, they will be impacted by our lives. Love, not words, is the true test of our discipleship.
When I think of being fruitful, I think of three little words—grace, faith and love. “And the grace of our Lord
was exceedingly abundant, with faith and love which are in Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 1:14).
Grace is the unmerited favor of God extended to all mankind. When we understand the grace of God, we express faith in the Lord Jesus and come into possession of the life of God. This transforms a person who places
his or her faith in Christ. Faith is to accept as true the facts that are presented, it is faith that brings God’s Son
in all of His fullness into our lives. Love cannot be truly known without a personal relationship with God in
Christ. Many seek an understanding of love outside the knowledge of God Himself. It is only when these seekers are ready to accept God’s grace that the love of God comes flooding over their souls.
I believe that we are chosen to be fruitful! “God has chosen” (1 Corinthians 1:27). God has given each one of
us different qualities to meet different needs of people. The disciples didn’t blend in, they stood out, and the
world they lived in took note that “they had been with Jesus” (Acts 4:13). To be fruitful, they preached His
message, used His methods, and demonstrated His miracles. To be called a Christian is a compliment! What a
calling! What a challenge!
A cleaning lady told a Syrian general about her God, and he was healed of leprosy (2 Kings 5). Because Joseph
interpreted Pharaoh’s dreams when others couldn’t, he saved the world from famine (Genesis 41). Because a
boy offered Jesus five loaves and two fish, a multitude of hungry people were miraculously fed (Mark 6:34-44).
When God calls you, He equips you. Do you think that you are not qualified to be fruitful? Who told you that
lie? Not God! I want you to be encouraged by the grace of God, that you too are qualified to be fruitful!
To Hopegivers, to be fruitful means to continue to grow in grace, faith, love and in the knowledge of Him. To
serve him by taking care of the children, widows, burned women, blind, lepers, AIDS victims, and to introduce them to Jesus! We thank you for making it possible with your faithful support, which enables us to continue to bring Hope from the inside out!
May God keep us hungry, holy and humble in the service of our King!
Our Hope is in Him!
Dr. Samuel A. Thomas, President & CEO
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Our Donors

Are Fruitful
To be fruitful means to follow Christ. To love what He loves. To do what He
commands from a loving motive and with a joyful spirit. This obedience is empowered
by God Himself which removes any grounds for boasting in how fruitful our lives
or ministries become.
Our donors are fruitful as they live out the scripture in Ephesians 2:10 which says
“For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
prepared in advance for us to do.”

Galatians 5:22-23
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”

Thank you for bearing fruit with Hopegivers!
Our Mission
Hopegivers International provides help for today and HOPE for eternity by rescuing
orphaned, abandoned, and at risk children and assisting the needy and the oppressed
in collaboration with our Ministry Partners. We are dedicated to fulfilling the Great
Commission through the empowerment of the Gospel.
Our Vision
The vision of Hopegivers International is to rescue and train One Million Orphan
Leaders Worldwide by 2030.

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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Timeline for a Lifetime
of Fruitful Mission Trips

By Randy Chandler

Editor’s Note: Join us on a literary trip to India with one of our Board Members and you will see the fruit
of his ministry just during one Mission Trip. One trip can produce fruit for a lifetime.
I flew alone to Delhi on this trip. I left Dallas on
December 15, 2019 and arrived in Delhi approximately
36 hours later.
After a little sleep at a local hotel, we were off again on
our adventure to dedicate a couple of Hope Homes in
Eastern India. This time the travel was via an overnight
train sleeper car. Additional travel by a car, delivered us
to our destination.
We were met by a local pastor who was Chief of his tribe. He had become a Christian, which gave
the church more local support. This is an added benefit to this ministry that other ministries may
not have. We were greeted by dancing and gifts of flowers. They displayed their excitement and
appreciation of our visit. I was accompanied by Dr. Sam Thomas and his two sons, Stephen and
Timothy. This Hope Home housed fifty-one children. We experienced a beautiful worship service
where we danced and praised the Lord prior to the sharing of the Gospel. Many from the community
came around the windows and doors to see what was going on, and they heard the Good News at the
end of the service; eleven people made a decision to obey God.
Upon arriving at the second Hope Home, once again we were greeted warmly with dancing, flower
garlands, hugs and handshakes. This Hope Home housed one hundred and fifty children. The local
pastors had started ten fellowships and had one hundred and fifty-four new baptisms. After sharing
the Gospel, fifteen people made decisions of faith that day. Choosing salvation is a great risk for new
Indian believers. They could lose everything for following their faith. Believers usually take a Biblical
name that reflects their new commitment.
We took some time for rest before continuing our trip to South
India for the dedication of a new Hope Home and a pastor’s
conference. We experienced some Indian delicacies such as
“gooey bread” and apple coffee at the ABAD Hotel - despite
the name, it was very good!
At the pastor’s conference and dedication, we were greeted
by the local Pastor and his family, along with fifty-five other
local pastors. They were given Bibles in their local language.
We dedicated another Hope Home which houses twenty3 - Hopegivers Journal

five children. We pray they all will be raised as “Arrows for God.” Almost all of the boys will enter
the ministry as pastors and the girls will be pastor’s wives who serve as teachers and/or nurses. Many
of the pastors serve in Hope Homes because they have experienced similar lives of being orphaned,
abandoned or at-risk.
The next part of our journey took us to Northern India to visit a school that is run by Hopegivers. This
school has graduates that are recruited by prominent schools in the United States. We participated in
their Christmas Program. I was reunited with one of the pastors in India that I had met previously. I
had given him a coat many years ago, and he was still wearing it. I then gave him the coat I was wearing
and he agreed to pass his coat on to another pastor in need. Nothing goes to waste in India.
I was able to provide leadership training to teachers. They were very friendly and open to learning more
about how they can reach the hearts and minds of others.
On Sunday, we shared in three Gospel services. Many of the teachers were present along with many
from the local community that were invited to the “Christmas Feast,’’ which is held each year to share
the Good News and is followed by presenting the Hope Chest (gifts) to the children. We distributed
Hope Chests to around four hundred children. They sang and praised God as they assembled. They
received new clothes, shoes, school supplies and a toy.
Once again we travelled to South India to dedicate more Hope Homes. The first Hope Home housed
children from very poor villages. There is no Bible in their language, but these children will someday
return and share the Good News with their home villages.
Our final stop was at a Hope Home near the Southern Coast
of India. There were many pastors and hundreds of people
gathered. Once again, we were greeted in the typical Indian
fashion and we presented each child with a Hope Chest. The
garland of flowers were so big and heavy, I felt like David
when he tried on the armor of King Saul. We shared an
encouraging message of hope to the people gathered. At the
end of the service, we celebrated the birth of the Pastor’s
newborn son with a large birthday cake to serve the crowd.
I was asked to pray a dedication prayer for the son and
bless the parents and grandparents. They asked me to provide a name for the baby. I was surprised, but
suggested the name of my oldest son, Andrew. I prayed that their son would be like the Apostle Andrew
who brought his brother Peter, as well as many others, to Jesus.
I hope that God calls some of you to experience the joys of fellowship with Indian brothers and sisters
in India one day. Hopegivers International is making a difference every day for the cause of Christ. I
believe Hopegivers gets more value (fruit for the Kingdom of God per $1 spent) than any ministry I
know.
Randy Chandler is a board member of Hopegivers who recently retired and is
now working part-time as an accountant. He travels to India frequently.

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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CAMPAIGNS:
ORPHAN SPONSORSHIP

Hopegivers International has a unique approach to Orphan
Sponsorship. Instead of providing for the needs of one child while
another child goes without, your sponsorship helps provide for the
needs of all the children in a Hope Home. For $35 a month, you
can help provide housing, food, and an education for the children
in the Hope Homes.
To sponsor a Hope Home, go to www.hopegivers.org or send a
check to Hopegivers International, P.O. Box 8808, Columbus, GA
31908.

OTHER CAMPAIGNS
LAUNCH CAMPAIGN - provides funds for seminary students who are being sharpened to become
pioneer missionaries. When funds allow, we support these students for the first year as they get
established in their ministries.
RESTORE CAMPAIGN - a special campaign that helps restore funds for most URGENT needs of the
ministry.
HOPE CHEST - provides a Christmas gift to an abandoned and at-risk child in India, filled with
new clothing, socks, shoes, blanket, toiletries, other necessities, and a small toy or sweet treat.
HOPE PACK - provides a backpack with school supplies to the children in our Hope Homes. The
Hope pack is a special bag full of needed items such as age appropriate school supplies, new
clothing, socks, shoes and undergarments.

REMEMBER

You can give any gift in Memory or Honor of someone and they
will receive a commemorative card from Hopegivers.
*You may need to change the settings on your camera app to allow QR code scanning.
*If you do not have iOS 11 or above, or Android 8 or above, please download a QR Code reader app.

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
5 - Hopegivers Journal

Fruitful in Suffering and Reward

By Pam Ward

In February 2020 a group of women from three different churches joined together in India to launch the first
Women’s Conference. We had over two hundred and fifty women who participated.
Ladies from Osborne Baptist Church, in Eden, NC, Griffin First Assembly, in
Griffin, GA and Spring Road Christian Church, in Lanett, AL took the long trek
to India to share their stories, talents and love. While the men (mostly pastors)
were encouraged in their bi-annual Pastor’s Conference, the team of ladies had
the privilege of serving, loving and pouring encouragement into most of the
wives of the pastors that face challenges every day in their effort to share the
Good News. They prayed, they praised, they played (making beautiful bracelets
for them to wear) and they planted seeds of faith. And...it didn’t end there.
Only about a month after the conference, one of the ladies was faced with the
death of her husband, who was a pastor to two churches. She rallied her two
daughters and other family members to help her carry on the ministry to both
of these congregations. Her youngest daughter quit her job so she could serve in
youth ministry and children’s ministry at both churches.
One of the main challenges she faced was transportation. Unable to ride her husband’s motorcycle, she was
limited to go for prayer meetings, visitations and worship services without the aid of someone to transport her.
When the Ladies Team from the U.S. heard about this, they joined together to meet this need and provided her
with a new scooter she felt comfortable riding to be used in her on-going ministry.
If you feel you could never make an impact in India, please look at the impact some ladies are having today
simply by investing in the life of a fellow servant.
The name of the fund for this need was titled “The Daniel Fund” and I find it
interesting that the theme in the book of Daniel shows that following God leads
to a mix of suffering and reward in life. To the women in India, there is a group
of ladies from three churches in the U.S. that will uphold you with their prayers
and love as you all face both suffering and reward.
Keep serving (and dancing) and don’t give up.
“but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so
that at the revelation of His glory you may also rejoice and be overjoyed.”
1 Peter 4:13
Pam Ward is the Chief Operating Officer of Hopegivers International.

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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Home is Where The Heart Is!

By Todd Payne
For the past twenty years, I have experienced God using me in a fruitful ministry with
Hopegivers International in India. From a small town called
Stoney Point, NC to India was quite an adventure, however, I
consider India my home. They say that home is where the heart
is, and my heart was captured by orphaned and abandoned
children twenty-two years ago.
On my first trip to India, I met Dr. M. A. Thomas, the founder of
Hopegivers International. He impacted my life in many ways and
drew me into the vision given to him by God. I realized that Dr.
M. A. and I shared the same vision.
I lived half of the time in India and half in the U.S. until 2016. Now my schedule is different, and
due to the pandemic in India, I’m not sure when I will be able to return.
I met Gracy in Bible College in 2000 and since then, God has blessed our marriage with two sons,
Jeremiah and Joel.
God pricked my heart to serve the children in India. He has enabled us to provide shoes, clothing
and meals for thousands of children. It is a privilege to feed the hungry. They are grateful for that
extra piece of chicken, fruit or vegetable.
God has produced much fruit in the many fellowships and He has given me many opportunities
to share the Good News. We have travelled throughout India sharing with those in need. Through
snow or extreme heat, it is always an honor to give. Some of my favorite places to minister are the
village regions. I have slept in palaces, five star hotels, and village huts where you can see the stars
through the roof.
I have also had the privilege of helping to build homes for those abandoned and at risk children,
and also built more than forty-five fellowships where they can worship.
When I look back at my fruitful partnership with Hopegivers, I am amazed at what God has
done. It has been an exciting journey. I have seen lost people be found, sick people be healed and
those burdened with sin be set free.
John 15:8 tells us that the Father is glorified when we bear
much fruit. I want to produce a lot of fruit. I have a deep
appreciation for Dr. Samuel Thomas (who is my Pastor in
India) and the friendship we have shared for more than
twenty years. As long as I live, my desire is to serve alongside
Hopegivers by sharing the incomparable love of God in India.
Todd Payne is a Ministry Partner of Hopegivers in India and
he is deeply loved and respected by all to whom he has served.
Hopegivers Journal - 7

Special Prayer Needs in India

Please pray over the below prayer requests from India:
w Please pray for all of the families that lost their loved ones due to this pandemic.
w Pray that the problem of lack in oxygen and ventilators will be solved quickly in all of the
hospitals over India.
w Please pray for all of the doctors and nurses (front line workers) in the hospitals in India to be
safe from the illness and may God grant them strength to serve the needy people.
w Please pray for God to provide financial needs to provide food, clothes, shelter and medicine
for all who are under the care of Emmanuel mission (Hopegivers).
w Please pray for the young to the elderly in Emmanuel Mission to be safe, healthy and grow in
the Lord.
w Please pray that the Lord will use this pandemic to bring many to the saving knowledge and
healing power of Jesus!

Thank you for interceding on behalf of those in India!

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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Prayer Team
In just three minutes, you can participate in
our new guided prayer video. Pray for specific
needs of India as you are guided through each
individual need. When we pray for the needs of
India, we invite the Lord to take control of each
specific need and situation. Please join us in
prayer! Join our Prayer Team by visiting
www.hopegivers.org/prayer-team.

Podcasts
We have two Podcasts by Dr. Sam. We just
completed Season 1, but Season 2 will begin soon.
Stories of Hope contains
stories of Hopegivers by
Dr. Sam and other guests.
To listen to previous
episodes of Stories of
Hope, visit Apple Podcast
or Spotify.

Journey of Hope is a
devotional podcast on
specific topics led by Dr.
Sam. To listen to previous
episodes of Journey of
Hope visit https://www.
wytv7.org/journey-ofhope.

Follow us on Social Media

Hopegivers International provides Help
for Today and Hope for Eternity in
collaboration with our Ministry Partners.
Volume 21, Number 2
Contact Us:
Hopegivers International, Inc.
P.O. Box 8808, Columbus, GA 31908
Toll-free (866) 373-4673
www.hopegivers.org
info@hopegivers.org
Staff
Dr. Samuel A. Thomas, President & CEO
Pam Ward, Chief Operating Officer
Jamie Cole, Donor Relations Manager
Misty Shoemaker, Administrative Manager
Change of Address
info@hopegivers.org
Make a Donation
www.hopegivers.org
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Fruitfulness of Hopegivers

By Philip Harike

John 15:8 “My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and prove to be my disciples.”
This passage is rooted in our need to abide in Jesus.
It is evident how deep Dr. Sam and the rest of the Hopegivers staff abide in Jesus. I am blessed to
know and call Dr. Sam and the people of Hopegivers a friend. Scripture tells us when we abide in
Jesus, the result is we bear much fruit. Jesus has been faithful in producing much fruit through
the work of Hopegivers. Through their ministry to widows, the blind, children with HIV/AIDS,
those with leprosy, dowry castaways, and orphans, there have been thousands upon thousands of
people whose lives are forever changed because of the fruitfulness of Hopegivers.
I remember my first trip to India. We traveled from Delhi to Kota and made multiple stops along
the way. At each stop, there was a light blue building that had “M.A Thomas” on the side, and we
knew this was a ministry of Hopegivers. I lost count of the multiple stops and areas Hopegivers
was ministering to people. We literally could not turn down a street without seeing the presence
of Hopegivers meeting the needs of the people there. What a powerful demonstration of the
fruitfulness of God’s work through Hopegivers.
The Hope Home is another great example of the fruitfulness of Hopegivers. I remember when we
were there and dedicated a water filtration system. It was such a blessing to hear hundreds of little
children singing praises to Jesus and able to quote Scripture. Not only are their basic needs met,
but it is at the Hope Homes where children are introduced to Jesus and come to know Him in
an intimate and personal way. At this one Hope Home, there were hundreds of little fruits being
produced by the faithful work of God through Hopegivers.
Another great example of the fruitfulness of the ministry of Hopegivers is found in their
theological training school. A few years back, our church decided to sponsor their pioneer
missionaries by providing them with a bicycle, Bible, and a pair of shoes. What was great
about this opportunity was that each of the pioneer missionaries were going to a place where
Hopegivers was not currently located, and we knew how fruitful this part of the ministry was by
the size of the graduating class. Three hundred new pioneer missionaries were being sent out to
do the work of the Lord. It is amazing to see how fruitful this ministry has been as they continue
to abide in Jesus.
In all of these examples, the Kingdom of God has been
expanded within the nation of India. Through the
leadership of Dr. Sam, Hopegivers continues to abide in
Jesus and thus the Lord is faithful to bear much fruit. You
cannot travel far in India without being exposed to some
type of ministry Hopegivers is implementing.
Philip Harike (far right) is the Missions Pastor at Calvary
Baptist Church and a valuable part of the Hopegivers
Volunteer Team.
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View podcasts by Dr. Samuel A. Thomas on
WYTV7 Christian Broadcasters Network at
https://www.spreaker.com/user/wytv7

To hear Stories of Hope with Dr. Sam,
Jay Holland, and other special guests,
please visit this podcast at
http://storiesofhope.libsyn.com/website

Bearing Fruit in India
Burying covid-19 fatalities regardless of
their cast or creed

Rescuing Children

Feeding the Hungry

Serving Widows

Serving Those with Leprosy

*You may need to change the settings on your camera app to allow QR code scanning.
*If you do not have iOS 11 or above, or Android 8 or above, please download a QR Code reader app.
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