JOURNAL

Volume 21, No. 1

Compassion
“And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto her, Weep not.”
Luke 7:13

MESSAGE FROM

DR. SAMUEL THOMAS

PRESIDENT & CEO

Greetings in the most precious name of Jesus!
Thank you for your prayers and for your support. We thank you in Jesus’ name for
all that you do for the children, dowry castaways, lepers, blind, pastors, and for
the widows.
Jesus was a man of compassion. He had compassion when He saw the crowd that
followed Him. He had compassion for those who were weary and heavy laden. He had compassion for the
sick, blind, and for the demon possessed. He had compassion for the lost sheep.
We at Hopegivers believe that we are to serve with compassion like Jesus; to empathize with someone who is
suffering and to do everything possible to reduce their suffering. I praise God for Psalm 86:15, “But you, Lord,
are a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness.”
We thank God for calling us to take care of small children and raise them to be arrows for God. We thank God
that He has called us to help the lepers, burned women, the blind and the children who are victims of AIDS.
We do this service with joy and with thankful hearts. If it were not for the love and compassion of God, we
would not be able to carry this mission forward. May God always give us eyes and hearts of compassion to
serve those who are suffering. And may we, with the help of God, do everything possible to give them lives full
of dignity and love.
We thank God for the children in our Hope Homes and that we are able to serve those impacted by leprosy.
We thank God that we are able to serve burned women and that we are able to help the believers facing challenges. Sometimes the ones we take care of disappoint us the most, but we must be careful that we do not get
too busy with the work of the Lord that we forget the Lord of the work!
When we talk about compassion, we need to keep our eyes on Jesus and not people. Peter once had his eyes on
one of the other disciples instead of on Jesus. In John chapter 21, we read, “Peter turned around and saw behind them the disciple Jesus loved, the one who had leaned over to Jesus during supper and asked, ‘Lord, who
will betray you?’ Peter asked Jesus, ‘What about him, Lord?’ Jesus replied, ‘If I want him to remain alive until I
return, what is that to you? As for you, follow me.’” The rumor spread among the community of believers that
this disciple wouldn’t die. But that isn’t what Jesus said at all. He only said, “If I want him to remain alive until
I return, what is that to you?” (vs 20-23)
Jesus reminded Peter, “Get your eyes off John and keep them on Me; follow Me, and you too can have a close
relationship with Me.” Never forget that people will disappoint you, just as you will disappoint them, but Jesus
will never ever disappoint us as long as we keep our eyes on Him. Jesus doesn’t merely know the way, He says,
“I am the way” (John 14:6). May we know Him better each day and thus serve the unfortunate in the best way
possible with the help of Jesus.
Please pray that Hopegivers always looks at others through the eyes of Jesus and points them to Jesus who is
the God of compassion. We serve because the love of Christ compels us!
Thank you for being a compassionate partner!
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Compassion
Our Donors Have

Hopegivers International is blessed to have donors who show great compassion for
those who are less fortunate. Each month they give gifts to ensure that the following
ministries take place:
• Hungry children are rescued off the streets, given a clean and safe home
		 environment, and fed three meals a day.
• Those with Leprosy are supported through gifts of food, warm blankets, and
		Bibles.
• AIDS victims are provided a home where they can receive love and medical
		attention.
• Bible Seminary graduates receive training so they can become Pioneer
		 Missionaries in their own country.
Each gift given with the compassion of Christ does amazing things in the Kingdom
of God.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR COMPASSION FOR THOSE WE SERVE.
Our Mission
Hopegivers International provides help for today and HOPE for eternity by rescuing
orphaned, abandoned, and at risk children and assisting the needy and the oppressed
in collaboration with our Ministry Partners. We are dedicated to fulfilling the Great
Commission through the empowerment of the Gospel.
Our Vision
The vision of Hopegivers International is to rescue and train One Million Orphan
Leaders Worldwide by 2030.

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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Compassion
By Dr. Rex Austin

As a child I learned the verse: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting
life” (John 3:16).
God’s Word didn’t say God so loved Oklahoma or America, but
the world; the whole world. In 1977, I met a big Indian preacher
when he visited our church. His name was Dr. M.A. Thomas.
He had been beaten, jailed, and suffered for the Lord. He had
established five churches in the unreached part of India. He had
started a Hope Home because he had compassion for the street
children. But more than their physical needs, they needed the
hope that only Christ can bring.
As Dr. M.A. told us of his love for the people of India and his desire to introduce one of
the world’s largest nations to Christ, I found that my love for India grew also.
The next few years, I told hundreds of friends, family members, and strangers about
this work in India. I am a businessman and my investments in India brought rewards
in Heaven. It was one of the highlights of mine and my family’s lives. I’ve been to India
fourteen times and every visit I see the joy and love of the Christians and also see the
emptiness in the eyes of the unbelievers.
Jesus had the same experience when He looked out over the crowds. In Matthew 9:36,
we read, “But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved with compassion on them,
because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no shepherd.”
India has larger multitudes than Israel did, but every soul is priceless and needs to know
the Shepherd.
What is amazing about the Christians in India is that they not only have compassion on
the lost, but they want to minister to us as well. Many times, we would visit a pastor’s
little home. They would gather up all the food they had or could borrow to cook us a
meal that many times we couldn’t eat.
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One time, when my oldest grandson was seven years
old, he and his parents went with us to India. He came
back from one of the orphanages with a little Hot
Wheels car. One of the orphans had been given a toy
car by an earlier visitor, and he wanted to give it to his
new American friend.
On Christmas night, each year in the dormitory
rooms, an offering will be collected from the orphans
to give to the lepers. During the year, visitors may give the orphans small gifts. They will
save them all year to give to the lepers because they have compassion for them.
Another blessing our Christian brothers and sisters in India give to us are their fervent
prayers. Growing up, the orphans are taught to pray and fast on Fridays. If you have
never heard their prayer times, it is extraordinary. They don’t sit in a circle and take turns
praying a meek, quiet prayer. Instead, they all call on God at the same time, filling the
room with praise and supplication. And if you ever have a prayer request, you can make
the Hopegivers’ office aware of it and you can be sure that the children in India will be
praying for you. Despite our differences, they have compassion for our needs and want to
help.
Dr. M. A. is serving the Lord in Heaven today. His son, Dr. Samuel Thomas, has
been President of Hopegivers for several years, and God’s compassion and Dr. M.A.‘s
compassion has been passed on through them.
My question to you is, “What would God have you
do with this work? Perhaps it is to pray, to support, or
to share.” Paul said in Philippians 4:17 “Not because I
desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your
account.”
Remember the lost in India, and remember those who
are working to reach them. May your compassion be
backed by action.
Dr. Rex Austin is a retired businessman and is a member of the
Hopegivers International Board of Directors.
For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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CAMPAIGNS:
HOPE PACK CAMPAIGN

Our current campaign helps raise money to provide a
backpack with school supplies for an abandoned and at-risk
child in India. The Hope Pack is a special bag full of needed
items such as:
• Age appropriate school supplies
• New clothing
• New socks and shoes
• New undergarments
To give a Hope Pack online, go to www.hopegivers.org or
send a check to Hopegivers International, P. O. Box 8808,
Columbus, GA 31908.

OTHER CAMPAIGNS
LAUNCH CAMPAIGN - provides funds for seminary students who are being sharpened to
become Pioneer Missionaries. When funds allow, we support these students for the first
year as they get established in their ministries.
RESTORE CAMPAIGN - a special campaign that helps restore funds for most URGENT needs
of the ministry.
HOPE CHEST - provides a Christmas gift to an abandoned and at-risk child in India, filled
with new clothing, socks, shoes, blanket, toiletries, other necessities, and a small toy or
sweet treat.

REMEMBER

You can give any gift in Memory or Honor of
someone and they will receive a commemorative
card from Hopegivers.

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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Moved with Compassion
By Lisa Cornelison

Christmas Eve of 2013 was unforgettable for our family. A very long day that
started with an elephant ride to the Amber Palace in Jaipur was ending in
the dorm of hundreds of students at Raipura Home in Kota. The children
were excited to show off their decorated rooms and to share their tradition of
“caroling”, a very loud and boisterous event that ended in prayer and the blessing
of each room. While crowded in the corner of one of the girls’ dorms, a sweet
little girl reached her arms out to me, and I was immediately overcome with love.
As I quickly obliged and swooped her up into my arms, this tiny little waif with
huge brown eyes stole my heart. She was so little, maybe 3 or 4 years old, and so
much smaller than all of the other girls around her. She needed me, I assumed
with shameful pride. In my mind, I was already planning how we could get her
a passport to travel to the U.S., because I couldn’t imagine that I would ever be
able to let her go. It didn’t take me too long to realize that even though I held
her tightly, she was still reaching out her arms. I had to laugh when I realized that I wasn’t the prize. This sweet
little girl wanted an orange balloon that was barely inflated and taped to a wall. After I helped her retrieve the
balloon, she allowed me the gratification of a few more minutes of carrying her around before she jumped out
of my arms and ran off, squealing down the hall with her prized balloon and some envious friends.
I learned her name, Apala*, the next day, Christmas, when my family had the privilege of handing out Hope
Chests to each of the students at Raipura Home. Sweet little Apala had quite a swagger as she carried her large
bag of gifts back to her seat on the big field. Some older girls, not unlike big sisters, wanted to help tiny little
Apala open her gifts when it was time, but she wanted no help. She had a glint in her eye that said, “I may be
small, but I’m fierce!”
Seeing that sweet little girl, one among hundreds of children, experiencing undeniable joy while living in an
orphanage in Kota, India on Christmas morning, was a mighty humbling experience for me. Less than 24 hours
prior, I had somehow placed myself in the role of “rescuer.” But Hopegivers International had already rescued
Apala from the streets, poverty, or a difficult family situation. She had all she needed. She would be well-cared
for, educated, and introduced to the love of Jesus right there in Raipura Home. What was my role? I was to
continue to support the ministry.
My husband had the privilege of returning to Raipura Home in 2018. He saw Apala
and texted me a picture of her. What a blessing that was to me, to see how much
she had grown in five years, and to see her beautiful smile! Several months ago,
while visiting the Hopegivers International Headquarters in Columbus, GA, I saw
that sweet face again in a picture on the wall. She sure seems to be growing up fast,
but she still has that glint in her eyes. Lord willing, she’ll be graduating one day in
the future, and I’d love to be there to cheer her on. I’ll be the one holding an orange
balloon.
*name changed to protect anonymity
Lisa Cornelison is the wife of Jeff Cornelison, Board Secretary for Hopegivers.
Lisa also serves on a non-profit board.

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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Compassion Throughout
The Years

By Caleb Stallings

Early in the Bible, the LORD stoops low on Mt. Sinai to proclaim his glory to Moses. He says of himself,
“The LORD—the LORD is a compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger and abounding in faithful
love and truth” (Exodus 34:6, CSB). These are such crucial words to understanding God’s character that
they reappear all over the Bible, reminding us of God’s fundamental disposition towards his creation. And
the first word the LORD uses in his self-description is “compassionate”—a word that we all know and
understand well. But for us non-Hebrew speakers, it’s interesting to note that the word for “compassion”
and the word for “womb” are related. Biblically speaking, God’s compassion is a kind of deep, intimate care
for his creatures in the center of his very being, similar to that of what a mother has for her child.
This God of compassion is moved in the core of His being to save and restore us through the person and
work of Jesus Christ. And this Jesus, in turn, makes us into the kind of people that are compassionate with
others, sharing the Good News of God’s character through acts of worship and mission.
And for me, personally, M.A. and Samuel Thomas, as well as the entire Hopegivers organization, have been
conduits of God’s life-giving compassion.
My father, Pastor Jim Stallings, has been a friend and supporter of the ministry of Hopegivers for
decades. When Samuel needed to pursue his education in the US, he lived with my parents for some time,
becoming an adopted member of the Stallings family, even before I was born. And several years after Sam
completed his education and moved away, I came along. But my birth was not easy for my mother or for
me. I entered the world unable to breathe on my own. But M.A. and Samuel Thomas compassionately
pleaded with our compassionate LORD to deliver me from what seemed like certain death. And God,
moved in his innermost being, delivered me to life, just as my own mother did.
For years after, M.A. Thomas would remind me that he prayed every day, that God would equip me for
a life of service to Him. Little did I know how the prayers of that righteous man would avail so much. In
time, I felt God’s call in my life to enter into Christian ministry through pastoring and preaching. M.A.
prayed for me in this regard up until the day he died. From then on, Samuel took up this call. And through
their compassionate prayers, from deep within their spiritual womb, the LORD guided me through
pastoral training in seminary and into the pulpit as a minister of the Gospel.
When I think of my own life, I can’t help but see how the compassion of M.A. and Samuel Thomas, not to
mention the entirety of their ministry, was essential to my physical and spiritual flourishing. And my own
life, I believe, is a glimpse of the power that God has given to Hopegivers in their mission to reveal the
compassion of Christ for India.
Continued
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After all, the compassionate God of Exodus is the same God that James writes about in his letter: “Pure
and undefiled religion before God the Father is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and
to keep oneself unstained from the world” (James 1:27, CSB). I have first hand experience how M.A. and
Samuel, unstained from the world, have dirtied their hands helping countless orphans and widows in India,
just as they dirtied their knees in prayer for my life.
The compassion I have seen and experienced from them, firsthand, is the compassion of the hands and
feet of Jesus. The prophet Isaiah announces to Israel, “For the Lord comforts his people and will have
compassion on his afflicted ones” (Isaiah 49:13b, CSB). But immediately, Israel doubts, believing the LORD
has forsaken them because of their troubles. But the prophet continues, “Can a mother forget the baby at
her breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not forget
you! See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands” (Isaiah 49:15-16, CSB).
Although our earthly parents may fail us, God the Father reminds us that he can never forget us and cares
for us deeper than even a nursing mother could care for her baby. We see the truth of this in Jesus, who
gathers us to himself like a mother hen does in compassion for her chicks. This same Jesus engraved his
palms with our names and lives on the cross. And now His resurrected and nail-scarred hands move and
work through the ministry of Hopegivers, having compassion on God’s precious children.
Would you consider joining in God’s compassion for these orphans and widows with your gifts and
prayers?

Caleb Stallings is the Pastor of Maranatha Baptist Church in Lilburn, GA and is the son of
Barbara and Jim Stallings, Board Emeritus member of Hopegivers.

For more information, please contact Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or email info@hopegivers.org
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From the Eyes of an Intern
By Abigail Johnston

I define compassion as a “deep burdening for another’s suffering.” This compassion describes
our perfect Redeemer whose sincere compassion compels action. We see illustrations of
compassion in most all of His works: He pardons the sinful woman, He heals the kneeling
leper, He calms the billowing storm, and He feeds the hungry thousands. Compassion does not
start with an act itself but at the very heart of Jesus; He is the embodiment of compassion.
As an intern at Hopegivers, I had the honor of witnessing echoes of Jesus’s compassion within
the ministry of Hopegivers. Just as our King kneels to the leper, Hopegivers provides food
for their families. Just as our Savior offers hope for the widows, Hopegivers tends to their
needs. Just as the Son of Man says, “let the little children come to Me,” Hopegivers rescues the
fatherless and cares for them with love.
While doing “intern work” may seem mundane to some, it was an honor to help this
organization with whatever I could do. From providing suggestions for writings to editing
photos from India, it was a joy to serve alongside Hopegivers as the Kingdom grows fuller
through its work. The continual service to those populations aforementioned were a clear
reason to enjoy my time with the organization, but perhaps even more fondly, I grew to love,
too, the people with whom I shared each day. The ladies in the Columbus office work sincerely
and diligently to provide help for those in India as well as donors in the United States. I
distinctly remember my first day: that morning, we prayed that Dr. Sam would reach India with
no complications. Hours later, Mrs. Pam came into my room to share the news that our prayers
had been answered and Dr. Sam was safe! Our rejoicing together was assurance that my time at
Hopegivers would surely be fruitful. What a joy it was and is to serve Him beside full-of-hope
Kingdom-bringers.
If you are a donor, thank you for your donation. I assure you, your gift is in good hands.
Abigail, who is a Senior at Auburn University
interned with us last semester. She is dearly
loved and sorely missed in the office.

For more information, please contact
Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or
email info@hopegivers.org
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Ways YOU Can

GET INVOLVED:

Prayer Team
Prayer is defined as a solemn request for help,
an expression of thanks to God, and an act of
worship. God is continually guiding and blessing
this ministry, our donors, and our partners
through prayer. Join our Prayer Team as we
bring the needs of the ministry to the Lord and
worship Him in prayer. Contact us to join.
p: (866) 373-4673
e: info@hopegivers.org

Hopegivers International provides Help
for Today and Hope for Eternity in
collaboration with our Ministry Partners.
Volume 21, Number 1
Contact Us:
Hopegivers International, Inc.
P.O. Box 8808, Columbus, GA 31908
Toll-free (866) 373-4673
www.hopegivers.org
info@hopegivers.org
Staff
Dr. Samuel A. Thomas, President & CEO
Pam Ward, Chief Operating Officer
Jamie Cole, Donor Relations Manager
Misty Shoemaker, Administrative Manager

In less than 5 minutes, you can participate in
our guided prayer video to pray over specific
needs of the ministry. Visit our website at www.
hopegivers.org and click the “Prayer Team” tab
to join us in prayer.

Change of Address
info@hopegivers.org
Make a Donation
www.hopegivers.org
James 5:11 (RSV)

For more information, please contact
Hopegivers International at
www.hopegivers.org or
email info@hopegivers.org
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“Behold, we call those happy who were steadfast.
You have heard of the steadfastness of Job, and
you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the
Lord is compassionate and merciful.”

View podcasts by Dr. Samuel A. Thomas on
WYTV7 Christian Broadcasters Network at
https://www.spreaker.com/user/wytv7

To hear Stories of Hope with Dr. Sam,
Jay Holland, and other special guests,
please visit this podcast at
http://storiesofhope.libsyn.com/website

Serving in India 2020
PO BOX 8808 • COLUMBUS, GA 31908
TOLL-FREE: 1-866-373-4673

